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1912, in Jersey on 8 March 1913,1 and in the Isle of Man on 5
July 1912. It came into operation in India on 30 October 1912
(being modified later by the Indian Copyright Act of 1914), in
Papua on 1 February 1913, and in all other British Possessions
on 1 July 1912.
It is thus evident that the Imperial Copyright Act 'of 1911
applies, or extends to, or operates within, or legislation has been
certified under its provisions, in every part of the Empire. But
there seems to be some doubt as to whether or not s. 15, which
concerns delivery of books, applies throughout the Empire. It
would seem that this provision is peculiar to the United King-
dom, and does not apply to the Empire outside these Islands.
Section 15 expressly states that "the publisher of every book
published in the United Kingdom must deliver a copy to the British
Museum," etc. The British Museum and the other libraries lost
their right to colonial books by the International Act of 1886, and
there is no provision in the Act of 1911 to revive it.
The learned editors of Copinger? however, are of the opinion
that the colonies are to be treated as parts of the United Kingdom.
They state that:
"The provisions of the Act relating to Colonies, other than self-
governing dominions, and to the protectorates and Cyprus, are com-
paratively simple. Section 25, sub-section 1, enacts that the Act
* except such provisions as are expressly restricted to the United King-
dom1 (i.e. ss. 11 & 12 relating to summary remedies), 'shall extend
throughout His Majesty's dominions' subject to a saving in respect of
a self-governing dominion. Thus for the purposes of copyright the
Colonies, other than the self-governing Colonies, are treated as parts
of the IJrtitedKingdwn,"                                   *
We incline to think that this is a doubtful interpretation in so
far as the operation of the whole Act (excluding ss. 11 and 12 to
which they refer) is concerned. Certain sections of the Act are
clearly restricted to the United Kingdom, and it seems that sec-
tion 15 is one such section.
In addition to the Imperial legislation requiring delivery to the
British Museum, and Dominion legislation of a similar nature,
the Dominions, Colonies, and Protectorates have, for the most
part, legislation requiring the preservation of books published
i Recueil des Lois, 1908-15, pp. 367, 371.
1 Law of Copyright, 5th ed. 1914, p. 334; 6th ed 1927, pp. 299-300.